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(57) ABSTRACT

Systems and methodologies are described herein that facili-
tate the generation and use of separable, hierarchical channel
state feedback in a wireless communication system. As
described herein, in the event that multiple network nodes
cooperate to conduct downlink transmissions to a network
user, channel state feedback as reported by the network user
can be separated into intra-node feedback relating to per-
node channel conditions and inter-node feedback relating to
relative phase and/or amplitude between channels corre-
sponding to respective nodes. Further, a network user can
select to report intra-node feedback and/or inter-node feed-
back based on network instructions, a cooperation strategy
to be utilized by respective network nodes, or the like. As
additionally described herein, respective codebooks on
which inter-node and intra-node channel feedback is based
can be configured to convey information relating to a partial
channel description and/or to vary based on resource units
(e.g., sub-bands, resource blocks, etc.) utilized for downlink
communication.
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
SEPARABLE CHANNEL STATE FEEDBACK
IN A WIRELESS COMMUNICATION
SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE

This application is a continuation of U.S. Non-Provisional
application Ser. No. 12/582,166, filed Oct. 20, 2009, and
entitled “METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SEPARABLE
CHANNEL STATE FEEDBACK IN A WIRELESS COM-
MUNICATION SYSTEM?”, which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/108,306, filed Oct. 24,
2008, and entitled “SEPARABLE CHANNEL STATE
FEEDBACK FOR WIRELESS COMMUNICATION SYS-
TEMS?”, both of which are incorporated herein by reference
in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure relates generally to wireless com-
munications, and more specifically to techniques for sup-
porting cooperative communication across network nodes in
a wireless communication environment.

1I. Background

Wireless communication systems are widely deployed to
provide various communication services; for instance,
voice, video, packet data, broadcast, and messaging services
can be provided via such wireless communication systems.
These systems can be multiple-access systems that are
capable of supporting communication for multiple terminals
by sharing available system resources. Examples of such
multiple-access systems include Code Division Multiple
Access (CDMA) systems, Time Division Multiple Access
(TDMA) systems, Frequency Division Multiple Access
(FDMA) systems, and Orthogonal Frequency Division Mul-
tiple Access (OFDMA) systems.

As the demand for high-rate and multimedia data services
rapidly grows, there has been an effort toward implementa-
tion of efficient and robust communication systems with
enhanced performance. For example, in recent years, users
have started to replace fixed line communications with
mobile communications and have increasingly demanded
great voice quality, reliable service, and low prices. In
addition to mobile telephone networks currently in place, a
new class of small base stations has emerged, which can be
installed in the home of a user and provide indoor wireless
coverage to mobile units using existing broadband Internet
connections. Such personal miniature base stations are gen-
erally known as access point base stations, or, alternatively,
Home Node B (HNB) or Femto cells. Typically, such
miniature base stations are connected to the Internet and the
network of a mobile operator via a Digital Subscriber Line
(DSL) router, cable modem, or the like.

Wireless communication systems can be configured to
include a series of wireless access points, which can provide
coverage for respective locations within the system. Such a
network structure is generally referred to as a cellular
network structure, and access points and/or the locations
they respectively serve in the network are generally referred
to as cells.

Further, in a multiple-in-multiple-out (MIMO) communi-
cation system, multiple sources and/or destinations (e.g.,
corresponding to respective antennas) can be utilized for the
transmission and reception of data, control signaling, and/or
other information between devices in the communication
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system. The use of multiple sources and/or destinations for
respective transmissions in connection with a MIMO com-
munication system has been shown to yield higher data
rates, improved signal quality, and other such benefits over
single-input and/or single-output communication systems in
some cases. One example of a MIMO communication
system is a Network MIMO (N-MIMO) or Coordinated
Multipoint (CoMP) system, in which a plurality of network
nodes can cooperate to exchange information with one or
more receiving devices, such as user equipment units (UEs)
or the like. Respective network nodes in a CoMP commu-
nication system can coordinate transmissions to one or more
users according to various coordination schemes, such as
coordinated beamforming (CBF), joint transmission (IT), or
the like, based on channel state feedback and/or other
information provided by the one or more users. Accordingly,
it would be desirable to implement techniques for improved
generation and management of channel state information
and/or other information relating to coordinated downlink
communication in a CoMP communication system.

SUMMARY

The following presents a simplified summary of various
aspects of the claimed subject matter in order to provide a
basic understanding of such aspects. This summary is not an
extensive overview of all contemplated aspects, and is
intended to neither identify key or critical elements nor
delineate the scope of such aspects. Its sole purpose is to
present some concepts of the disclosed aspects in a simpli-
fied form as a prelude to the more detailed description that
is presented later.

According to an aspect, a method is described herein. The
method can comprise identifying one or more intra-node
codebooks comprising a set of vector quantized entries
relating to per-node channel conditions and one or more
inter-node codebooks comprising a set of vector quantized
entries relating to channel conditions between respective
associated network nodes; selecting one or more intra-node
codebooks or inter-node codebooks from which to provide
channel state feedback to an associated network node; and
providing channel state feedback to the associated network
node corresponding to at least one selected codebook.

A second aspect described herein relates to a wireless
communications apparatus, which can comprise a memory
that stores data relating to one or more intra-node codebooks
comprising a set of vector quantized entries relating to
per-node channel conditions and one or more inter-node
codebooks comprising a set of vector quantized entries
relating to channel conditions between respective associated
network nodes. The wireless communications apparatus can
further comprise a processor configured to select one or
more intra-node codebooks or inter-node codebooks from
which to provide channel state feedback to an associated
network node and to provide channel state feedback to the
associated network node corresponding to at least one
selected codebook.

A third aspect relates to an apparatus, which can comprise
means for identifying one or more per-node channel state
information (CSI) codebooks and one or more inter-node
CSI codebooks constructed via vector quantization; means
for selecting a per-node CSI codebook, an inter-node CSI
codebook, or both a per-node CSI codebook and an inter-
node CSI codebook from which channel state feedback is to
be provided to one or more serving network nodes; and
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providing channel state feedback to the one or more serving
network nodes based on one or more selected CSI code-
books.

A fourth aspect relates to a computer program product,
which can comprise a computer-readable medium that com-
prises code for causing a computer to identify one or more
per-node CSI codebooks and one or more inter-node CSI
codebooks constructed via vector quantization; code for
causing a computer to select a per-node CSI codebook, an
inter-node CSI codebook, or both a per-node CSI codebook
and an inter-node CSI codebook from which channel state
feedback is to be provided to one or more serving network
nodes; and code for causing a computer to provide channel
state feedback to the one or more serving network nodes
based on one or more selected CSI codebooks.

A fifth aspect described herein relates to a method, which
can comprise analyzing one or more parameters relating to
at least one of mobility of an associated user equipment unit
(UE) or network backhaul conditions; selecting a downlink
coordination strategy to be utilized across network nodes for
communication with an associated UE based on one or more
analyzed parameters; and instructing the associated UE to
provide at least one of per-node or inter-node channel state
feedback based at least in part on a selected downlink
coordination strategy.

A sixth aspect described herein relates to a wireless
communications apparatus, which can comprise a memory
that stores data relating to a network user and a backhaul link
between the wireless communications apparatus and at least
one cooperative network node. The wireless communica-
tions apparatus can further comprise a processor configured
to analyze respective parameters relating to at least one of
mobility of the network user or condition of the backhaul
link, to select a downlink coordination strategy to be utilized
across network nodes for communication with the network
user based on the respective parameters, and to instruct the
network user to provide at least one of intra-node or inter-
node channel state feedback based at least in part on the
selected downlink coordination strategy.

A seventh aspect relates to an apparatus, which can
comprise means for selecting a coordination strategy to be
utilized across network nodes for downlink communication
with a UE based on at least one of mobility of the UE,
network backhaul conditions, or a number of associated
transmit antennas and means for requesting one or more of
per-node channel state feedback or inter-node channel state
feedback from the UE based at least in part on a selected
coordination strategy.

An eighth aspect relates to a computer program product,
which can comprise a computer-readable medium that com-
prises code for causing a computer to select a coordination
strategy to be utilized across network nodes for downlink
communication with a UE based on at least one of mobility
of the UE, network backhaul conditions, or a number of
associated transmit antennas and code for causing a com-
puter to request one or more of per-node channel state
feedback or inter-node channel state feedback from the UE
based at least in part on a selected coordination strategy.

To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related ends,
one or more aspects of the claimed subject matter comprise
the features hereinafter fully described and particularly
pointed out in the claims. The following description and the
annexed drawings set forth in detail certain illustrative
aspects of the claimed subject matter. These aspects are
indicative, however, of but a few of the various ways in
which the principles of the claimed subject matter can be
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employed. Further, the disclosed aspects are intended to
include all such aspects and their equivalents.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system for selectively
generating and communicating channel state feedback
reports in a wireless communication system in accordance
with various aspects.

FIGS. 2-3 are block diagrams of respective systems for
generating and processing separable channel state feedback
to facilitate downlink CoMP communication in accordance
with various aspects.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a system that facilitates
network-driven channel state feedback for downlink CoMP
communication in accordance with various aspects.

FIG. 5 illustrates example codebook configurations that
can be utilized for reporting channel state feedback in
accordance with various aspects.

FIGS. 6-8 are flow diagrams of respective methodologies
for generating and reporting hierarchical channel state feed-
back in a wireless communication system.

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram of a methodology for managing
separable channel state feedback reports in a wireless com-
munication system.

FIGS. 10-11 are block diagrams of respective apparatuses
that facilitate generation, reporting, and processing of
improved channel state feedback for downlink CoMP coor-
dination.

FIGS. 12-13 are block diagrams of respective example
systems that facilitate coordinated multipoint communica-
tion in accordance with various aspects described herein.

FIG. 14 illustrates an example wireless communication
system in accordance with various aspects set forth herein.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram illustrating an example wire-
less communication system in which various aspects
described herein can function.

FIG. 16 illustrates an example communication system that
enables deployment of access point base stations within a
network environment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various aspects of the claimed subject matter are now
described with reference to the drawings, wherein like
reference numerals are used to refer to like elements
throughout. In the following description, for purposes of
explanation, numerous specific details are set forth in order
to provide a thorough understanding of one or more aspects.
It may be evident, however, that such aspect(s) may be
practiced without these specific details. In other instances,
well-known structures and devices are shown in block
diagram form in order to facilitate describing one or more
aspects.

As used in this application, the terms “component,”
“module,” “system,” and the like are intended to refer to a
computer-related entity, either hardware, firmware, a com-
bination of hardware and software, software, or software in
execution. For example, a component can be, but is not
limited to being, a process running on a processor, an
integrated circuit, an object, an executable, a thread of
execution, a program, and/or a computer. By way of illus-
tration, both an application running on a computing device
and the computing device can be a component. One or more
components can reside within a process and/or thread of
execution and a component can be localized on one com-
puter and/or distributed between two or more computers. In
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addition, these components can execute from various com-
puter readable media having various data structures stored
thereon. The components can communicate by way of local
and/or remote processes such as in accordance with a signal
having one or more data packets (e.g., data from one
component interacting with another component in a local
system, distributed system, and/or across a network such as
the Internet with other systems by way of the signal).

Furthermore, various aspects are described herein in con-
nection with a wireless terminal and/or a base station. A
wireless terminal can refer to a device providing voice
and/or data connectivity to a user. A wireless terminal can be
connected to a computing device such as a laptop computer
or desktop computer, or it can be a self contained device
such as a personal digital assistant (PDA). A wireless
terminal can also be called a system, a subscriber unit, a
subscriber station, mobile station, mobile, remote station,
access point, remote terminal, access terminal, user terminal,
user agent, user device, or user equipment (UE). A wireless
terminal can be a subscriber station, wireless device, cellular
telephone, PCS telephone, cordless telephone, a Session
Initiation Protocol (SIP) phone, a wireless local loop (WLL)
station, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a handheld device
having wireless connection capability, or other processing
device connected to a wireless modem. A base station (e.g.,
access point or Node B) can refer to a device in an access
network that communicates over the air-interface, through
one or more sectors, with wireless terminals. The base
station can act as a router between the wireless terminal and
the rest of the access network, which can include an Internet
Protocol (IP) network, by converting received air-interface
frames to IP packets. The base station also coordinates
management of attributes for the air interface.

Moreover, various functions described herein can be
implemented in hardware, software, firmware, or any com-
bination thereof. If implemented in software, the functions
can be stored on or transmitted over as one or more
instructions or code on a computer-readable medium. Com-
puter-readable media includes both computer storage media
and communication media including any medium that facili-
tates transfer of a computer program from one place to
another. A storage media can be any available media that can
be accessed by a computer. By way of example, and not
limitation, such computer-readable media can comprise
RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other optical disk
storage, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage
devices, or any other medium that can be used to carry or
store desired program code in the form of instructions or
data structures and that can be accessed by a computer. Also,
any connection is properly termed a computer-readable
medium. For example, if the software is transmitted from a
website, server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable,
fiber optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL),
or wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and micro-
wave, then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair,
DSL, or wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and
microwave are included in the definition of medium. Disk
and disc, as used herein, includes compact disc (CD), laser
disc, optical disc, digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk
and blu-ray disc (BD), where disks usually reproduce data
magnetically and discs reproduce data optically with lasers.
Combinations of the above should also be included within
the scope of computer-readable media.

Various techniques described herein can be used for
various wireless communication systems, such as Code
Division Multiple Access (CDMA) systems, Time Division
Multiple Access (TDMA) systems, Frequency Division

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

Multiple Access (FDMA) systems, Orthogonal Frequency
Division Multiple Access (OFDMA) systems, Single Carrier
FDMA (SC-FDMA) systems, and other such systems. The
terms “system” and “network” are often used herein inter-
changeably. A CDMA system can implement a radio tech-
nology such as Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (UTRA),
CDMA2000, etc. UTRA includes Wideband-CDMA
(W-CDMA) and other variants of CDMA. Additionally,
CDMA2000 covers the 1S-2000, IS-95 and IS-856 stan-
dards. A TDMA system can implement a radio technology
such as Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM).
An OFDMA system can implement a radio technology such
as Evolved UTRA (E-UTRA), Ultra Mobile Broadband
(UMB), IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi), IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX),
IEEE 802.20, Flash-OFDM®, etc. UTRA and E-UTRA are
part of Universal Mobile Telecommunication System
(UMTS). 3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE) is an upcoming
release that uses E-UTRA, which employs OFDMA on the
downlink and SC-FDMA on the uplink. UTRA, E-UTRA,
UMTS, LTE and GSM are described in documents from an
organization named ‘“3rd Generation Partnership Project”
(3GPP). Further, CDMA2000 and UMB are described in
documents from an organization named “3rd Generation
Partnership Project 2 (3GPP2).

Various aspects will be presented in terms of systems that
can include a number of devices, components, modules, and
the like. It is to be understood and appreciated that the
various systems can include additional devices, components,
modules, etc. and/or can not include all of the devices,
components, modules etc. discussed in connection with the
figures. A combination of these approaches can also be used.

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates a system
100 for selectively generating and communicating channel
state feedback reports in a wireless communication system
in accordance with various aspects. In one example, system
100 can include one or more UEs 110, which can commu-
nicate with one or more associated network nodes 130 (e.g.,
access points, cells, Node Bs, Evolved Node Bs (eNodeBs
or eNBs), etc.). Respective network nodes 130 in system 100
can correspond to and/or provide communication coverage
for any suitable coverage area(s), such as an area associated
with a macro cell, a femto cell (e.g., an access point base
station or Home Node B (HNB)), and/or any other suitable
coverage area.

In accordance with one aspect, UE 110 can leverage one
or more antennas 114 to conduct communicate with any
suitable number of network nodes 130. Similarly, respective
network nodes 130 can utilize any suitable uniform or
non-uniform number of antennas 132 and/or 134 for com-
munication with respective UEs 110 and/or other entities in
system 100. In one example, UE 110 can conduct one or
more uplink (UL, also referred to as reverse link (RL))
communications to network node(s) 130, and respective
network nodes 130 can conduct one or more downlink (DL,
also referred to as forward link (FL.)) communications to UE
110. In accordance with another aspect, system 100 can
utilize one or more network multiple-in-multiple-out (Net-
work MIMO or N-MIMO), coordinated multipoint (CoMP),
and/or other techniques, by which a single UE 110 can
communicate with a plurality of disparate network nodes
130. It can be appreciated that CoMP communication as
performed within system 100 can leverage any suitable
strategy or combination of strategies for cooperation
between network nodes 130. Such strategies can include, for
example, silencing, frequency reuse, coordinated beam-
forming (CBF), cooperative interference nulling, joint trans-
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mission (JT), and/or any other suitable cooperation strategy
or combination of strategies as described herein and/or as
generally known in the art.

With further reference to FIG. 1, system 100 can utilize a
downlink CoMP framework, in which multiple network
nodes 130 can conduct cooperative transmission to one or
more UEs 110 in order to substantially minimize inter-node
interference, to enable combining of channel gains corre-
sponding to multiple nodes 130 at a receiving UE 110,
and/or to obtain other appropriate benefits. In one example,
in order for respective network nodes 130 to provide coop-
erative gains, cooperative interference nulling, and/or other
benefits of a downlink CoMP framework, respective net-
work nodes 130 can be configured to leverage channel state
information (CSI), such as channel state information of the
transmitter (CSIT) relating to the respective network nodes
130. Accordingly, it can be appreciated that the extent to
which respective entities in system 100 can benefit from
downlink CoMP communication can in some cases be
dependent on accuracy of CSIT information at respective
cooperating network nodes 130.

In accordance with one aspect, CSIT can be provided to
respective network nodes 130 by one or more associated
UEs 110 in the form of CSIT feedback. In one example, a
CSI measurement module 112 and/or another suitable
mechanism associated with a UE 110 can conduct one or
more channel measurements and/or otherwise obtain infor-
mation relating to the state of a downlink channel between
UE 110 and respective network nodes 130. Based on these
measurements, a CSI reporting module 120 and/or other
suitable means at UE 110 can generate corresponding CSIT
feedback and report the generated feedback to one or more
network nodes 130 serving UE 110.

In another example, CSIT feedback reported by a UE 110
can include information relating to precoding direction
and/or any other suitable information. For example, a UE
can maintain one or more codebooks of precoding vectors
(e.g., in the case of single spatial stream transmission),
precoding matrices (e.g., in the case of single or multi-user
MIMO transmission), and/or any other suitable information.
In one example, respective elements (e.g., vectors, matrices,
etc.) of a codebook maintained by UE 110 can indicate an
optimal beam (or set of beams) that corresponds to the
downlink channel between the set of antennas 132 and/or
134 at a given network node 130 and UE 110. Based on such
a codebook, UE 110 can provide CSIT feedback to a
network node 130 that includes the index of the best entry
in the codebook based on present downlink channel mea-
surements. With regard to generating and utilizing a code-
book in this manner, it can be appreciated that such a design
can be based on quantization of respective beam vectors (or
matrices of beams in the case of multiple MIMO streams),
as opposed to separate quantization of each scalar coeflicient
of the respective precoding vectors or matrices.

It can further be appreciated that the above codebook
design is based on the concept that scalar quantization of a
multi-dimensional object (e.g., a vector, matrix, etc.) by, for
example, quantizing each scalar entry of the multi-dimen-
sional object separately and feeding back per-entry indices
corresponding to the scalar entries, is inferior to vector
quantization, wherein a multi-dimensional object is quan-
tized in its corresponding multi-dimensional space. Accord-
ingly, the example case described above utilizes precoding
codebooks constructed using vector quantization, wherein a
generated codebook contains entries respectively corre-
sponding to a set of beams described by respective complex
vectors of the appropriate dimension. Based on such entries,
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an associated UE 110 can provide as feedback to a network
node 130 the index of a vector that matches best the
downlink channel state measured at the UE 110 (e.g., via
CSI measurement module 112).

In accordance with another aspect, the amount of feed-
back required for optimal downlink CoMP communication
from respective network cells 130 to a UE 110 can depend
on a coordination technique utilized by network cells 130.
For example, if cooperative transmit interference nulling
(e.g., via coordinated beamforming) is utilized by network
cells 130, respective network cells 130 can in some cases
require CSIT feedback corresponding to intra-node channel
conditions of the respective network nodes 130. Alterna-
tively, in the case of joint transmission (also referred to as
joint processing, inter-site packet sharing, etc.) between
network nodes 130, respective cooperating network nodes
130 can in some cases require information corresponding to
intra-node channel conditions of the respective network
nodes 130 as well as inter-node channel conditions between
the nodes 130. As another alternative, a single-antenna
network node 130 and/or another suitable network node 130
engaged in coordinated transmission with a UE 110 may in
some cases require only information relating to inter-node
channel conditions and may not require intra-node channel
state feedback relating specifically to the network node 130.
Specific examples of coordination techniques that can be
utilized by network nodes 130 and feedback that can be
provided by UE 110 to support such coordination techniques
are provided in further detail herein.

Traditionally, solutions employed by wireless communi-
cation networks to overcome the issues associated with
varying feedback requirements as described above can be
divided into two categories. In a first example category, a
super-codebook can be defined with dimensionality corre-
sponding to the total number of transmit antennas across all
nodes that could potentially cooperate. In such an example,
an associated UE can perform vector quantization based on
a channel vector (or matrix) that corresponds to the total
number of the transmit antennas across all nodes that could
possibly cooperate in serving this UE. By way of specific
example, for a UE that could potentially benefit from joint
transmission from any subset of a set of 3 nodes each
equipped with 4 transmit antennas, the UE would be
required to carry out vector quantization in a space of at least
12 dimensions to effectively utilize a super-codebook cor-
responding to all 3 nodes. More particularly, it can be
appreciated that vector quantization in 12-dimensional space
could be required in a scenario in which a single receive
antenna is utilized at the UE or a form of feedback is utilized
that corresponds to a single “equivalent” receive antenna. In
contrast, in the event that multiple receive antennas are
employed by a UE, it can be appreciated that the required
space required for vector quantization could in some cases
exceed 12 dimensions.

It can be appreciated that the category of approaches
described above is associated with a substantial number of
drawbacks that serve to limit the effectiveness of super-
codebook designs in real world applications. By way of a
first example, it can be appreciated that multi-dimensional
quantization requires a relatively high degree of complexity
that can be prohibitively costly for some applications. For
instance, with reference to the above example, a UE would
be required to perform vector matching in 12-dimensional
space while the size of the corresponding codebook scales
exponentially with the number of dimensions. Further, it can
be appreciated that a super-codebook design can result in
poor flexibility in managing quantization accuracy require-
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ments for intra-node parameters (e.g., channels correspond-
ing to the antennas of the same network node) and inter-node
parameters (e.g., corresponding to relative channels across
nodes). Different requirements for various parameter types
can be a result of, for example, the fact that UE mobility has
a stronger negative impact on inter-node parameter predic-
tion accuracy, thereby making it desirable to maintain a
lower accuracy for inter-node quantization to facilitate fre-
quent updates of inter-node parameters (e.g., as opposed to
intra-node quantization, which can be updated more slowly
and accordingly more accurate). As a super-codebook
design does not distinguish between inter-node and intra-
node channel parameters, it can be appreciated that such
distinctions cannot be made.

In addition, it can be appreciated that designing a single
channel codebook in the manner described above can result
in prohibitive codebook design and description complexity.
It can be appreciated that this is a result of the fact that, for
example, a codebook that is optimized for co-located anten-
nas of a given node should take into account antenna
configuration as well as the associated propagation environ-
ment. For instance, it can be appreciated that nodes with
closely spaced antennas (e.g., spacing on the order of an
associated wavelength) and/or relatively limited scattering
in the transmitter (node) vicinity can in some cases have a
different structure compared to nodes with widely spaced
antennas (e.g., spacing on the order of several wavelengths)
and/or relatively rich scattering in the transmitter (node)
vicinity. Furthermore, it can be appreciated that relative
channels across respective nodes can in some cases follow
a rich scattering model as a result of generally large physical
spacing between respective nodes. By way of specific
example, the total number of intra-node codebook types that
reasonably cover all relevant propagation and co-located
antenna placing scenarios for a given system can be repre-
sented as N;, while the total number of inter-node codebook
types can be represented as N_. Based on these definitions,
the total number of super-codebook types that are required
to be considered (e.g., in terms of design and codebook
selection) for a system having up to n cooperating nodes is
N,-N,”, which can be a substantially large number for, e.g.,
nz3.

As an alternative to the super-codebook design described
above, a second example category of conventional
approaches for overcoming issues associated with varying
feedback requirements for downlink CoMP communication
involves utilizing an existing per-node codebook for pro-
viding feedback relative to each relevant node separately
while additionally feeding back suitable quantized values of
relative phases and/or amplitudes of channels between the
respective nodes. Thus, referring to the specific examples of
a UE in a 3-node system as described above, an associated
UE would feed back 3 precoding indices corresponding to
the codebooks of the 3 associated nodes, wherein each
codebook corresponds to vector quantization of a channel
corresponding to the transmit antennas of the respective
nodes. In addition, the UE would also feed back 2 scalar
values representing inter-node conditions (e.g., real or com-
plex values, depending on whether phase only or both phase
and amplitude is required). However, it can be appreciated
that the latter step is performed by applying scalar quanti-
zation to a vector (or matrix) that captures relative channel
gains and phases between the nodes. Accordingly, it can be
appreciated that a loss of quantization efficiency (and related
feedback efficiency) is incurred due to this scalar quantiza-
tion of a vector object.
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In accordance with one aspect, UE 110 can mitigate the
shortcomings of the conventional techniques for generating
and providing channel state feedback as described above by
employing a CSI reporting module 120 that leverages a
hybrid design for separable and hierarchical channel state
feedback. In particular, CSI reporting module 120 can
leverage one or more per-node or intra-node codebooks 122
to feed back channel state information corresponding to a
downlink channel between all transmit antennas 132 and/or
134 of respective network nodes 130. Accordingly, in the
example scenario above with 3 network nodes 130 respec-
tively having 4 transmit antennas, UE 110 could feed back
a set of 3 precoding indices corresponding to the intra-node
codebooks 122 of the 3 nodes, wherein each intra-node
codebook 122 is generated based on vector quantization of
a channel corresponding to the 4 transmit antennas at the
respective nodes.

Additionally or alternatively, CSI reporting module 120
can make use of one or more inter-node codebooks 124,
which can be utilized to describe parameters characterizing
relationships (e.g., relative phase and/or amplitude, etc.)
between the channels corresponding to respective antennas
132 and/or 134 of different network nodes 130. In one
example, both intra-node codebook(s) 122 and inter-node
codebook(s) 124 can be constructed via vector quantization,
thereby mitigating various shortcomings associated with
conventional feedback strategies that rely on scalar quanti-
zation. Thus, it can be appreciated that an inter-node code-
book 124 can be constructed and utilized based on vector
quantization of respective inter-node channel parameters in
a similar manner to intra-node codebook(s) 122. Referring
again to the example of a 3-node system, a UE 110 can
utilize CSI reporting module 120 to feed back a single
precoding index that corresponds to the entry in a related
inter-node codebook 124 that matches the set of inter-node
channel parameters measured by CSI measurement module
112 at UE 110. In another example, the dimensionality of
inter-node codebook(s) 124 can be based on the number of
potentially cooperating nodes 130 in system 100. For
example, it can be appreciated that an inter-node codebook
corresponding to a 3-node system would include respective
3-dimensional entries.

In accordance with one aspect, CSI reporting module 120
can additionally include a codebook selector 126, which can
be utilized by CSI reporting module 120 to select codebooks
for which feedback is to be provided to respective network
nodes 130 based on a coordination strategy to be employed
by the respective network nodes 130. For example, code-
book selector 126 can facilitate feedback based on intra-
node codebook(s) 122 and/or inter-node codebook(s) 124
based on a number of network nodes 130 to be involved in
coordination or transmission to UE 110, strategies for coor-
dination to be performed across cells (e.g., beamforming,
transmit nulling, joint transmission, etc.), or the like.

By way of a first specific example, downlink coordinated
transmit interference nulling (or coordinated beamforming
(CBF)) can be utilized by a wireless network for downlink
CoMP coordination as illustrated in system 200 in FIG. 2. As
system 200 illustrates, a serving node 220 for a UE 110 can
select a transmit beam with the goal of radiating energy in
the direction of UE 110 (e.g., in a similar manner to
traditional non-cooperative beamforming) while simultane-
ously reducing the energy radiated in the direction of other
UEs 110 that are served by neighboring nodes on the same
time/frequency resources and could potentially receive inter-
ference from the serving node 220 (e.g., by way of being
sufficiently close to the serving node 220). Thus, for a given
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UE 110, system 200 illustrates that a serving node 220 for
UE 110 and a neighboring cooperating node 230 can utilize
respective transmission coordinators 222 and/or other suit-
able means to facilitate downlink communication from
serving node 220 to UE 110 with mitigated interference
from cooperating node 230.

With respect to system 200, it can be appreciated that each
node 220-230 involved in coordinated communication with
UE 110 can in some cases be required to know channel state
information relating to the downlink channel between trans-
mit antennas at the respective nodes 220-230 and receive
antennas associated with UE 110. Accordingly, a CSI report-
ing module 120 and/or other mechanisms associated with
UE 110 can leverage respective intra-node codebooks 122 in
order to enable UE 110 to provide channel state feedback
relative to each associated network node 220-230 without
requiring additional inter-node feedback for information
relating to relationships between the channels corresponding
to the respective nodes 220-230 (e.g., relative amplitude and
phase information). By way of specific example, it can be
appreciated that cooperative transmit interference nulling as
illustrated by system 200 and/or other similar procedures
can be utilized for UEs 110 with moderate mobility in the
event that one or more associated nodes 220-230 have
multiple transmit antennas.

By way of a second example, joint processing (e.g., joint
transmission (J7T), inter-site packet sharing, etc.) can be
utilized by a wireless network having respective network
nodes 220-230 with one or more transmit antennas for
downlink CoMP coordination as illustrated in system 300 in
FIG. 3. As shown by system 300, a serving node 220 for a
UE 110 can coordinate with one or more (potentially
remote) cooperating nodes (e.g., via respective transmission
coordinators 222) to jointly transmit one or more data
packets to UE 110. It can be appreciated that while such a
coordination scheme allows for energy combining from all
cooperating nodes 220-230, interference mitigation from
substantially all cooperating nodes 220-230 at UE 110, and
other suitable benefits, cooperation in this manner relies on
a fast broadband backhaul between nodes 220 and 230 to
enable control and data transfer across the respective nodes
220-230.

In accordance with one aspect, to enable joint transmis-
sion as illustrated by system 300, a CSI reporting module
120 and/or other suitable means associated with UE 110 can
utilize respective intra-node codebooks 122 to provide infor-
mation relating to the channel state of the downlink channel
corresponding to each associated node 220-230 separately in
a similar manner to that illustrated by system 200. In
addition, UE 110 can further leverage an inter-node code-
book 124, which can be utilized to provide feedback to
nodes 220-230 relating to relative amplitude and/or phase
information corresponding to channels across nodes 220-
230. Upon receiving such inter-node channel state informa-
tion, respective nodes 220-230 involved in joint transmis-
sion to UE 110 can utilize the information to enable coherent
combining of packet transmissions to UE 110 from the
respective nodes 220-230.

Returning to FIG. 1, intra-node codebook(s) 122 and
inter-node codebook(s) 124 can in accordance with one
aspect be designed for use by UE 110 according to similar
general principles. For example, a codebook 122 and/or 124
can convey a full channel description, wherein codebook
entries are generated based on a representative distribution
of complex channel vectors or the like. Additionally or
alternatively, codebook description can be limited to the
spatial direction only. In such a case, codebook entries can
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be generated based on a representative distribution of, for
example, a set of eigen-directions, which can be defined as
a distribution of vectors constrained to lie on a unit multi-
dimensional sphere. Feedback constructed in such a manner
can be utilized by, for example, a UE 110 that generally
receives transmissions corresponding to a channel quality
indicator (CQI) rank of 1 due to capability, interference, or
the like. In such a case, it can be appreciated that feedback
relating to a principal eigen-component corresponding to an
effective single-antenna channel that would result from
applying an optimal receiver configuration can be provided
in place of full channel feedback in order to increase
feedback efficiency.

In accordance with one aspect, hierarchical eigen-feed-
back as generally described above can be utilized to provide
feedback relating to eigen-components of a channel as
opposed to the entire channel between all associated trans-
mit (TX) antennas and all associated receive (RX) antennas.
Additionally or alternatively, a UE 110 can assume a given
RX processing scheme in order to compress a MIMO
channel between My, transmit antennas 132 and/or 134
across all reported network nodes 130 and My, antennas 114
at the UE 110 to an equivalent multi-in-single-out (MISO)
channel between My, transmit antennas 132 and/or 134
across all reported network nodes 130 and a (single) RX
combiner output at the UE 110 corresponding to a given
MIMO stream. Accordingly, in the case of (up to) rank-K or,
equivalently, K MIMO streams, UE 110 can be configured
to feedback K of such M vectors.

Eigen-feedback can be employed as a specific, non-
limiting example of the above, wherein a RX combiner at
UE 110 is associated with the corresponding eigen-compo-
nent of the channel. In a scenario in which hierarchical
feedback is utilized, each vector of size M, (e.g., corre-
sponding to a MIMO stream) can be broken into intra-node
components that correspond to TX antennas 132 and/or 134
of respective network nodes 130 and inter-node components
capturing relative amplitude/phase across network nodes
130.

In a further example, codebook entries can be constructed
to represent quantized downlink beams (or matrices) that are
recommended by UE 110 to one or more network nodes 130
in addition to or in lieu of quantized downlink channel
information. In any such example, the structure of code-
books 122-124 can in some cases match corresponding
antenna configurations (e.g., with respect to antenna spac-
ing, etc.) and anticipated typical channel propagation con-
ditions.

In accordance with another aspect, selection of
codebook(s) to be utilized by a given UE can be performed
by respective associated network nodes in addition to or in
place of a determination by the UE itself. This is illustrated
by system 400 in FIG. 4, wherein a network node 130
associated with a given UE 110 utilizes a codebook selector
126 in order to control respective codebooks 122-124 that
are utilized by UE 110 in providing channel state feedback
to network node 130. As described above, it can be appre-
ciated that inter-node channel state information can be
utilized to enable joint processing, which can in some cases
be utilized only for low mobility UEs and in scenarios where
a good backhaul link between network nodes exists. Alter-
natively, intra-node channel state information as described
herein can be utilized in less restrictive configurations.
Accordingly, based on UE conditions and network proper-
ties (e.g., as observed by a UE analyzer 412 and a network
analyzer 414, respectively), a codebook selector 126 and/or
other means associated with a network node 130 can selec-
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tively enable intra- and inter-node feedback, intra-node
feedback, or none of the two. Additionally or alternatively,
in the case of a single antenna network node 130, codebook
selector 126 can be configured to enable inter-node feedback
only.

Turning next to FIG. 5, a diagram 500 is provided that
illustrates example codebook configurations that can be
utilized for reporting channel state feedback in accordance
with various aspects. As generally described herein, it can be
appreciated that channel state feedback as provided by an
intra-node codebook 122 and/or an inter-node codebook 124
can be utilized in the context of broadband channel charac-
terization (based on, for example, a single characterization
across an entire associated frequency band), which can
provide substantial accuracy for UEs with low frequency
channel selectivity. Alternatively, as shown in diagram 500,
respective codebooks 122 and/or 124 utilized for channel
state feedback can contain respective entries 512 and/or 522
that are defined on a per-resource unit (e.g., sub-band,
resource block, etc.) basis. In another example, channel
descriptions as utilized herein can additionally or alterna-
tively apply in the time (e.g., propagation delay tap) domain.

Referring now to FIGS. 6-9, methodologies that can be
performed in accordance with various aspects set forth
herein are illustrated. While, for purposes of simplicity of
explanation, the methodologies are shown and described as
a series of acts, it is to be understood and appreciated that the
methodologies are not limited by the order of acts, as some
acts can, in accordance with one or more aspects, occur in
different orders and/or concurrently with other acts from that
shown and described herein. For example, those skilled in
the art will understand and appreciate that a methodology
could alternatively be represented as a series of interrelated
states or events, such as in a state diagram. Moreover, not all
illustrated acts may be required to implement a methodology
in accordance with one or more aspects.

With reference to FIG. 6, illustrated is a methodology 600
for generating and reporting hierarchical channel state feed-
back in a wireless communication system. It is to be
appreciated that methodology 600 can be performed by, for
example, a user device (e.g., UE 110) and/or any other
appropriate network device. Methodology 600 can begin at
block 602, wherein one or more intra-node codebooks (e.g.,
intra-node codebooks 122) are identified that comprise a set
of vector quantized entries relating to per-node channel
conditions (e.g., conditions associated with respective net-
work nodes 130). Next, at block 604, one or more inter-node
codebooks (e.g., inter-node codebooks 124) are identified
that comprise a set of vector quantized entries relating to
channel conditions between respective nodes (e.g., relative
phase and/or amplitude between respective network nodes
130). Methodology 600 can then conclude at block 606,
wherein one or more intra-node codebooks identified at
block 602 and/or inter-node codebooks identified at block
604 are selected (e.g., by a codebook selector 126) as a basis
on which channel state feedback is provided to an associated
network node (e.g., via a CSI reporting module 120) based
at least in part on a downlink coordination strategy (e.g., JT,
CBF, etc.) employed by the associated network node.

Turning next to FIG. 7, a flow diagram of a second
methodology 700 for generating and reporting hierarchical
channel state feedback in a wireless communication system
is illustrated. Methodology 700 can be performed by, for
example, a UE and/or any other appropriate network entity.
Methodology 700 begins at block 702, wherein one or more
intra-node CSI codebooks and/or inter-node CSI codebooks
are constructed based on vector quantization. Next, at block
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704, information is received from an associated communi-
cation network (e.g., via a network node 130) relating to a
coordination strategy utilized by the communication net-
work for downlink communication and/or respective CSI
codebooks from which CSI feedback is requested. Method-
ology 700 can then conclude at block 706, wherein CSI
feedback is provided to the communication network that
corresponds to one or more CSI codebooks identified at
block 702 as determined based on the information received
from the communication network at block 704.

FIG. 8 illustrates a methodology 800 for generating and
reporting hierarchical channel state feedback on a per-
resource unit basis. Methodology 800 can be performed by,
for example, a mobile station and/or any other appropriate
network entity. Methodology 800 begins at block 802,
wherein respective resource units (e.g., time interlaces,
resource blocks, frequency sub-bands, etc.) utilized by an
associated communication system are identified. Next, at
block 804, one or more CSI codebooks are identified that
respectively include entries that are constructed on a per-
resource unit basis. Finally, methodology 800 can conclude
at block 806, wherein CSI feedback is provided to one or
more associated network nodes that corresponds to entries in
the CSI codebook(s) identified at block 804 that are con-
structed for respective resource units to be utilized by the
associated network nodes.

With reference next to FIG. 9, illustrated is a methodology
900 for managing separable channel state feedback reports
in a wireless communication system. It is to be appreciated
that methodology 900 can be performed by, for example, a
network node (e.g., network node 130), a communication
network controller, and/or any other appropriate network
entity. Methodology 900 can begin at block 902, wherein a
number of transmit antennas (e.g., transmit antennas 132
and/or 134) associated with an entity performing method-
ology 900 is identified. At block 904, analysis is performed
relative to mobility of an associated UE (e.g., UE 110)
and/or network backhaul conditions. Methodology 900 can
then continue to block 906, wherein a downlink coordina-
tion strategy is selected based at least in part on the identi-
fication performed at block 902 and/or the analysis per-
formed at block 904. Based at least in part on the downlink
coordination strategy selected at block 906, an associated
UE can subsequently be instructed (e.g., via a codebook
selector 126) to provide intra-node and/or inter-node CSI
feedback.

Referring now to FIGS. 10-11, respective apparatuses
1000-1100 that facilitate generation, reporting, and process-
ing of improved channel state feedback for downlink CoMP
coordination are illustrated. It is to be appreciated that
apparatuses 1000-1100 are represented as including func-
tional blocks, which can be functional blocks that represent
functions implemented by a processor, software, or combi-
nation thereof (e.g., firmware).

With reference first to FIG. 10, an apparatus 1000 that
facilitates hierarchical channel state feedback for downlink
CoMP coordination is illustrated. Apparatus 1000 can be
implemented by a UE (e.g., UE 110) and/or another suitable
network entity and can include a module 1002 for identify-
ing one or more per-node CSI codebooks and one or more
inter-node CSI codebooks constructed via vector quantiza-
tion and a module 1004 for providing channel state feedback
to one or more serving network nodes using a per-node CSI
codebook, an inter-node CSI codebook, or both a per-node
CSI codebook and an inter-node CSI codebook based at least
in part on a coordination strategy employed by the one or
more serving network nodes
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FIG. 11 illustrates another apparatus 1100 that facilitates
separable channel state feedback for downlink CoMP coor-
dination. Apparatus 1100 can be implemented by a network
cell and/or another suitable type of network node (e.g.,
network node 130) or any another suitable network entity
and can include a module 1102 for selecting a coordination
strategy to be utilized across network nodes for downlink
communication with a UE based on at least one of mobility
of the UE, network backhaul conditions, or a number of
associated transmit antennas and a module 1104 for request-
ing one or more of per-node channel state feedback or
inter-node channel state feedback from the UE based at least
in part on a selected coordination strategy.

Referring now to FIG. 12, an example system 1200 that
facilitates coordinated multipoint communication in accor-
dance with various aspects is illustrated. As illustrated in
FIG. 12, system 1200 can include one or more network cells
1210 and/or other network nodes, which can communicate
with respective UEs 1220 as generally described herein. In
accordance with one aspect, respective cells 1210 in system
1200 can coordinate pursuant to one or more cooperation
strategies in order to increase data rates associated with
communication with a given UE 1220 and/or to reduce
interference caused to other cells 1210 and/or UEs 1220 in
system 1200. In one example, respective cells 1210 in
system 1200 can be operable to utilize various cooperation
techniques for uplink and/or downlink communication with
one or more UEs 1220, such as coordinated silencing (CS),
joint transmission (JT) via inter-eNodeB (inter-cell) packet
sharing, coordinated beamforming (CBF), and/or any other
suitable cell cooperation technique(s) as generally known in
the art.

In another example, various operational aspects of system
1200, such as respective cell cooperation techniques to be
utilized for communication, cells 1210 to be utilized for such
cooperation techniques, and respective UHs 1220 to be
served via cooperative communication, can be controlled by
a utility computation module 1212 and/or other suitable
mechanisms of respective cells 1210. Further, determina-
tions made by utility computation module 1212 can be
supported at least in part by marginal utility calculations
performed by one or more cells 1210 (e.g., via a utility
computation module 1214) and/or any other suitable metric.

In general, a cooperation strategy selector 1214 can be
utilized by a cell 1210 to compute and/or make scheduling
decisions relating to node clustering, scheduling, forms of
cooperative transmission to be utilized, and so on. A coop-
eration strategy can be selected by cooperation type selector
1214 based on factors such as UE mobility, C/1 levels
associated with respective UEs 1220, capabilities of back-
haul links between respective cells, or the like. By way of
example, cooperation type selector 1214 can select CS
and/or another similar simple form of cell cooperation in the
case of high-mobility UEs and/or rapidly changing channel
conditions associated with a given UE 1220. Additionally or
alternatively, if mobility of a given UE 1220 is determined
to be low, or a high degree of antenna correlation is present
with respect to the UE 1220, more advanced cooperation
techniques such as JT via inter-cell packet sharing (e.g., in
the case of a relatively slow backhaul link between cells
1210) or CBF (e.g., in the case of a relatively fast backhaul
link between cells 1210) can be seclected. In another
example, utility computation module 1212 and/or coopera-
tion strategy selector 1214 can operate based at least in part
on information obtained from respective UEs 1220 (e.g., via
a feedback module 1222 at the respective UEs 1220).
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In accordance with one aspect, a projected rate associated
with respective UEs 1220 can be calculated (e.g., by utility
computation module 1212) and leveraged with factors such
as backhaul bandwidth, latency constraints, or the like, to
select between respective cooperation techniques. For
example, cooperation type selector 1212 can rule out a JT
technique using backhaul bandwidth and latency uncertainty
based on associated a priori and/or long-term backhaul link
classifications. In another example, channel state informa-
tion at the transmitter (CSIT) delivery delay and accuracy, as
well as scheduling delay and/or other suitable factors, can be
factored in projected rate calculation.

By way of specific example, cooperation type selector
1214 can utilize a set of cooperation technique selection
rules as follows. First, cooperation type selector 1214 can
rule out a JT technique based on a long-term backhaul link
classification. Further, cooperation type selector 1214 can
consider CBF techniques over JT in the event that a ratio of
a combined energy C/I to the best node C/I is below a
predefined threshold. In addition, if an associated channel
prediction error is above a threshold value, cooperation type
selector 1214 can consider CS (e.g., in the event that CBF
and/or JT are possible).

In accordance with another aspect, utility computation
module 1212 can compute per-UE projected rates based on
various factors. These factors can include, for example,
propagation channels for respective links involved in a
utilized cooperation strategy (e.g., taking into account power
and bandwidth resources allocated per link); channel pre-
diction accuracy based on projected downlink estimation
error at respective UEs 1220 and corresponding feedback
delay; anticipated interference levels from cooperative and
non-cooperative network nodes (e.g., cells 1210 and/or UEs
1220), taking into account spatial interference structures as
applicable; and/or any other suitable factors. In one
example, respective UEs 1220 in system 1200 can provide
information relating to downlink estimation errors, feedback
delay, UE processing loss, interference nulling capability,
and/or other information relating to the operational capa-
bilities of the respective UEs 1220 to respective cells 1210
via feedback module 1222 and/or any other suitable means.

In one example, utility computation module 1212 can
perform utility computations for a given UE 1220 based on
various requirements for channel state information at the
transmitter (CSIT). CSIT requirements can vary, for
example, based on a cooperation strategy employed by
respective cells 1210 with respect to a given UE 1220. By
way of specific example, it can be appreciated that CSIT
requirements associated with iterative signal processing
and/or CBF can differ substantially between CSIT require-
ments for CS. In one example, a cell 1210 can utilize an
assumption of accurate CSIT at moderate to high post-
processing carrier to interference (CA) levels in order to
employ first order approximation of an associated CSIT
effect. Additionally or alternatively, in the event that a
substantially high error effect (e.g., due to spatial error) is
encountered, CS can be favored by cell 1210 over more
complex signal processing techniques. In accordance with
one aspect, a threshold at which CS is selected over such
techniques can be based on an empirical measure of channel
prediction, as described in further detail herein.

In accordance with a further aspect, cooperation strategy
selector 1214 can utilize one or more strategy utility maxi-
mization techniques for optimizing a cooperation strategy to
be utilized with respect to respective UEs 1220. For
example, one or more iterative utility maximization algo-
rithms (e.g., algorithms similar to iterative pricing) can be
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utilized, wherein an iterative search is performed at respec-
tive network nodes (e.g., cells 1210, sectors within cells
1210, etc.) for respective candidate cooperation strategies.
In one example, various cooperation technique constraints
can be considered, which can be, for example, reflected in
constraints on the beam coeflicients of various nodes. In
another example, first order extension can be utilized to
update respective beam weights at respective iterations until
convergence. In various implementations, convergence can
be made dependent on an algorithm starting point, which can
be selected in a variety of manners. For example, a starting
point can be selected via zero-forcing (ZF) across respective
cooperating nodes, maximum ratio combining (MRC) and/
or MMSE-based approaches, or the like. In one example,
power allocation techniques can be applied in addition to ZF
and/or MRC.

Referring next to FIG. 13, an example system 1300 that
facilitates coordinated multipoint communication in accor-
dance with various aspects described herein is illustrated. As
FIG. 13 illustrates, system 1300 can include respective user
devices 1330 that can communicate with one or more
associated network cells, such as serving cell(s) 1310 and
auxiliary cell(s) 1320. It should be appreciated, however,
that no functionality of cells 1310-1320 is intended to be
implied by the naming of “serving cell(s)” 1310 and “aux-
iliary cell(s)” 1320. For example, it should be appreciated
that an auxiliary cell 1320 can serve a user device 1330 by
providing communication coverage for user device 1330 in
addition to, or in place of, a serving cell 1310 in some cases.

In accordance with one aspect, respective serving cells
1310 and auxiliary cells 1320 can cooperate to perform
N-MIMO or CoMP communication with one or more user
devices 1330. For example, various techniques can be
utilized to facilitate cooperation between respective cells
1310-1320, between respective sectors associated with one
or more cells 1310-1320, and/or any other suitable network
entities. Such cooperation can be facilitated by, for example,
a TX/RX coordination module 1312 associated with respec-
tive cells 1310-1320 and/or any other suitable
mechanism(s). Further, TX/RX coordination module 1312
can facilitate cooperation between respective network enti-
ties according to any suitable network cooperation
strategy(ies), such as fractional frequency reuse, silencing,
coordinated beamforming, joint transmission, or the like.

In one example, coordinated beamforming can be con-
ducted between network nodes associated with respective
cells 1310-1320 by coordinating transmissions from the
respective cells 1310-1320 such that if a transmission to a
user device 1330 occurs from a given cell 1310 or 1320, a
beam is chosen to serve the user device 1330 by the given
cell 1310 or 1320 such that the transmission to the user
device 1330 is orthogonal or otherwise substantially mis-
matched to user devices scheduled on neighboring cells
1310 and/or 1320. By doing so, it can be appreciated that
beamforming gains can be realized for a desired user device
1330 while simultaneously reducing the effects of interfer-
ence on neighboring network devices. In one example,
coordinated beamforming can be facilitated by performing
scheduling, beam selection, user selection (e.g., by selecting
user devices 1330 having desirable beams that substantially
limit interference at neighboring devices), or the like.

Additionally or alternatively, joint transmission can be
conducted between a plurality of network nodes and a given
user device 1330 by, for example, pooling resources desig-
nated for transmission to a given user device 1330 and
transmitting the pooled resources via multiple distinct net-
work nodes (e.g., nodes corresponding to a serving cell 1310
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as well as an auxiliary cell 1320). For example, instead of a
first cell transmitting a modulation symbol x to a first user
and a second cell transmitting a modulation symbol y to a
second user, the cells can cooperate such that the first cell
transmits ax+by to one or both of the users and the second
cell transmits cx+dy to the same user(s), where a, b, ¢, and
d are coefficients chosen to optimize the signal-to-noise ratio
(SNR) of the users, system capacity, and/or any other
suitable metric(s). In one example, resource pooling among
network nodes corresponding to different cells 1310-1320
can be conducted via a backhaul link between the cells
1310-1320 and/or any other suitable mechanism. In another
example, similar techniques can be utilized for uplink joint
transmission, wherein a user device 1330 can be configured
to transmit data, control signaling, and/or other appropriate
information to multiple network nodes.

In accordance with one aspect, various aspects of uplink
and downlink CoMP communication can be based on feed-
back provided by respective user devices 1330. For
example, a N-MIMO feedback module 1332 at respective
user devices 1330 can be utilized to provide feedback to
various cells 1310-1320, which in turn can utilize a user
feedback processing module 1314 and/or other suitable
means to utilize the feedback in conducting cooperative
communication within system 1300. By way of example, in
the case of downlink CoMP communication, a N-MIMO
feedback module 1332 at user device(s) 1330 can facilitate
channel reporting to respective cells 1310-1320 of respec-
tive serving cells as well as one or more neighboring
non-cooperative cells. By way of another example, in the
case of uplink CoMP communication, N-MIMO feedback
module 1332 can provide feedback information to respective
cells 1310-1320 in combination with respectively scheduled
uplink transmissions to the cells 1310-1320 that can be
utilized by the cells 1310-1320 to facilitate the removal of
interference from the corresponding uplink transmissions.

Turning to FIG. 14, an exemplary wireless communica-
tion system 1400 is illustrated. In one example, system 1400
can be configured to support a number of users, in which
various disclosed embodiments and aspects can be imple-
mented. As shown in FIG. 14, by way of example, system
1400 can provide communication for multiple cells 1402,
(e.g., macro cells 1402a-1402g), with respective cells being
serviced by corresponding access points (AP) 1404 (e.g.,
APs 1404a-1404g). In one example, one or more cells can
be further divided into respective sectors (not shown).

As FIG. 14 further illustrates, various access terminals
(ATs) 1406, including ATs 1406a-1406%, can be dispersed
throughout system 1400. In one example, an AT 1406 can
communicate with one or more APs 1404 on a forward link
(FL) and/or a reverse link (RL) at a given moment, depend-
ing upon whether the AT is active and whether it is in soft
handoft’ and/or another similar state. As used herein and
generally in the art, an AT 1406 can also be referred to as a
user equipment (UE), a mobile terminal, and/or any other
suitable nomenclature. In accordance with one aspect, sys-
tem 1400 can provide service over a substantially large
geographic region. For example, macro cells 1402a-1402¢g
can provide coverage for a plurality of blocks in a neigh-
borhood and/or another similarly suitable coverage area.

Referring now to FIG. 15, a block diagram illustrating an
example wireless communication system 1500 in which
various aspects described herein can function is provided. In
one example, system 1500 is a multiple-input multiple-
output (MIMO) system that includes a transmitter system
1510 and a receiver system 1550. It should be appreciated,
however, that transmitter system 1510 and/or receiver sys-
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tem 1550 could also be applied to a multi-input single-
output system wherein, for example, multiple transmit
antennas (e.g., on a base station), can transmit one or more
symbol streams to a single antenna device (e.g., a mobile
station). Additionally, it should be appreciated that aspects
of transmitter system 1510 and/or receiver system 1550
described herein could be utilized in connection with a
single output to single input antenna system.

In accordance with one aspect, traffic data for a number of
data streams are provided at transmitter system 1510 from a
data source 1512 to a transmit (1X) data processor 1514. In
one example, each data stream can then be transmitted via
a respective transmit antenna 1524. Additionally, TX data
processor 1514 can format, encode, and interleave traffic
data for each data stream based on a particular coding
scheme selected for each respective data stream in order to
provide coded data. In one example, the coded data for each
data stream can then be multiplexed with pilot data using
OFDM techniques. The pilot data can be, for example, a
known data pattern that is processed in a known manner.
Further, the pilot data can be used at receiver system 1550
to estimate channel response. Back at transmitter system
1510, the multiplexed pilot and coded data for each data
stream can be modulated (i.e., symbol mapped) based on a
particular modulation scheme (e.g., BPSK, QSPK, M-PSK,
or M-QAM) selected for each respective data stream in
order to provide modulation symbols. In one example, data
rate, coding, and modulation for each data stream can be
determined by instructions performed on and/or provided by
processor 1530.

Next, modulation symbols for all data streams can be
provided to a TX processor 1520, which can further process
the modulation symbols (e.g., for OFDM). TX MIMO
processor 1520 can then provides N, modulation symbol
streams to N, transceivers 1522a through 15227. In one
example, each transceiver 1522 can receive and process a
respective symbol stream to provide one or more analog
signals. Each transceiver 1522 can then further condition
(e.g., amplify, filter, and upconvert) the analog signals to
provide a modulated signal suitable for transmission over a
MIMO channel. Accordingly, N, modulated signals from
transceivers 1522a through 15227 can then be transmitted
from N, antennas 1524qa through 1524¢, respectively.

In accordance with another aspect, the transmitted modu-
lated signals can be received at receiver system 1550 by N,
antennas 1552a through 1552r. The received signal from
each antenna 1552 can then be provided to respective
transceivers 1554. In one example, each transceiver 1554
can condition (e.g., filter, amplify, and downconvert) a
respective received signal, digitize the conditioned signal to
provide samples, and then processes the samples to provide
a corresponding “received” symbol stream. An RX MIMO/
data processor 1560 can then receive and process the N,
received symbol streams from N, transceivers 1554 based
on a particular receiver processing technique to provide N,
“detected” symbol streams. In one example, each detected
symbol stream can include symbols that are estimates of the
modulation symbols transmitted for the corresponding data
stream. RX processor 1560 can then process each symbol
stream at least in part by demodulating, deinterleaving, and
decoding each detected symbol stream to recover traffic data
for a corresponding data stream. Thus, the processing by RX
processor 1560 can be complementary to that performed by
TX MIMO processor 1520 and TX data processor 1516 at
transmitter system 1510. RX processor 1560 can addition-
ally provide processed symbol streams to a data sink 1564.
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In accordance with one aspect, the channel response
estimate generated by RX processor 1560 can be used to
perform space/time processing at the receiver, adjust power
levels, change modulation rates or schemes, and/or other
appropriate actions. Additionally, RX processor 1560 can
further estimate channel characteristics such as, for example,
signal-to-noise-and-interference ratios (SNRs) of the
detected symbol streams. RX processor 1560 can then
provide estimated channel characteristics to a processor
1570. In one example, RX processor 1560 and/or processor
1570 can further derive an estimate of the “operating” SNR
for the system. Processor 1570 can then provide channel
state information (CSI), which can comprise information
regarding the communication link and/or the received data
stream. This information can include, for example, the
operating SNR. The CSI can then be processed by a TX data
processor 1518, modulated by a modulator 1580, condi-
tioned by transceivers 15544 through 1554, and transmitted
back to transmitter system 1510. In addition, a data source
1512 at receiver system 1550 can provide additional data to
be processed by TX data processor 1518.

Back at transmitter system 1510, the modulated signals
from receiver system 1550 can then be received by antennas
1524, conditioned by transceivers 1522, demodulated by a
demodulator 1540, and processed by a RX data processor
1542 to recover the CSI reported by receiver system 1550.
In one example, the reported CSI can then be provided to
processor 1530 and used to determine data rates as well as
coding and modulation schemes to be used for one or more
data streams. The determined coding and modulation
schemes can then be provided to transceivers 1522 for
quantization and/or use in later transmissions to receiver
system 1550. Additionally and/or alternatively, the reported
CSI can be used by processor 1530 to generate various
controls for TX data processor 1514 and TX MIMO pro-
cessor 1520. In another example, CSI and/or other informa-
tion processed by RX data processor 1542 can be provided
to a data sink 1544.

In one example, processor 1530 at transmitter system
1510 and processor 1570 at receiver system 1550 direct
operation at their respective systems. Additionally, memory
1532 at transmitter system 1510 and memory 1572 at
receiver system 1550 can provide storage for program codes
and data used by processors 1530 and 1570, respectively.
Further, at receiver system 1550, various processing tech-
niques can be used to process the N received signals to
detect the N, transmitted symbol streams. These receiver
processing techniques can include spatial and space-time
receiver processing techniques, which can also be referred to
as equalization techniques, and/or “successive nulling/
equalization and interference cancellation” receiver process-
ing techniques, which can also be referred to as “successive
interference cancellation” or “successive cancellation”
receiver processing techniques.

FIG. 16 illustrates an example communication system
1600 that enables deployment of access point base stations
within a network environment. As shown in FIG. 16, system
1600 can include multiple access point base stations (e.g.,
femto cells or Home Node B units (HNBs)) such as, for
example, HNBs 1610. In one example, respective HNBs
1610 can be installed in a corresponding small scale network
environment, such as, for example, one or more user resi-
dences 1630. Further, respective HNBs 1610 can be con-
figured to serve associated and/or alien UE(s) 1620. In
accordance with one aspect, respective HNBs 1610 can be
coupled to the Internet 1640 and a mobile operator core
network 1650 via a DSL router, a cable modem, and/or
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another suitable device (not shown). In accordance with one
aspect, an owner of a femto cell or HNB 1610 can subscribe
to mobile service, such as, for example, 3G/4G mobile
service, offered through mobile operator core network 1650.
Accordingly, UE 1620 can be enabled to operate both in a
macro cellular environment 1660 and in a residential small
scale network environment.

In one example, UE 1620 can be served by a set of Femto
cells or HNBs 1610 (e.g., HNBs 1610 that reside within a
corresponding user residence 1630) in addition to a macro
cell mobile network 1660. As used herein and generally in
the art, a home femto cell is a base station on which an AT
or UE is authorized to operate on, a guest femto cell refers
to a base station on which an AT or UE is temporarily
authorized to operate on, and an alien femto cell is a base
station on which the AT or UE is not authorized to operate
on. In accordance with one aspect, a femto cell or HNB 1610
can be deployed on a single frequency or on multiple
frequencies, which may overlap with respective macro cell
frequencies.

It is to be understood that the aspects described herein can
be implemented by hardware, software, firmware, middle-
ware, microcode, or any combination thereof. When the
systems and/or methods are implemented in software, firm-
ware, middleware or microcode, program code or code
segments, they can be stored in a machine-readable medium,
such as a storage component. A code segment can represent
a procedure, a function, a subprogram, a program, a routine,
a subroutine, a module, a software package, a class, or any
combination of instructions, data structures, or program
statements. A code segment can be coupled to another code
segment or a hardware circuit by passing and/or receiving
information, data, arguments, parameters, or memory con-
tents. Information, arguments, parameters, data, etc. can be
passed, forwarded, or transmitted using any suitable means
including memory sharing, message passing, token passing,
network transmission, etc.

For a software implementation, the techniques described
herein can be implemented with modules (e.g., procedures,
functions, and so on) that perform the functions described
herein. The software codes can be stored in memory units
and executed by processors. The memory unit can be
implemented within the processor or external to the proces-
sor, in which case it can be communicatively coupled to the
processor via various means as is known in the art.

What has been described above includes examples of one
or more aspects. It is, of course, not possible to describe
every conceivable combination of components or method-
ologies for purposes of describing the aforementioned
aspects, but one of ordinary skill in the art can recognize that
many further combinations and permutations of various
aspects are possible. Accordingly, the described aspects are
intended to embrace all such alterations, modifications and
variations that fall within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims. Furthermore, to the extent that the term
“includes” is used in either the detailed description or the
claims, such term is intended to be inclusive in a manner
similar to the term “comprising” as “comprising” is inter-
preted when employed as a transitional word in a claim.
Furthermore, the term “or” as used in either the detailed
description or the claims is meant to be a “non-exclusive or.”

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

analyzing parameters relating to both mobility of an
associated user equipment (UE) unit and network con-
ditions;
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selecting a downlink coordination strategy to be utilized
across network nodes for communication with the
associated UE unit based on the analyzed parameters;
and

instructing the associated UE unit to provide at least one

of an intra-node channel state feedback or an inter-node
channel state feedback to the network nodes based at
least in part on the selected downlink coordination
strategy.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the selecting comprises selecting cooperative transmit

interference nulling as the downlink coordination strat-
egy upon determining that analyzed mobility of the
associated UE unit is substantially high or analyzed
network conditions are substantially inadequate for
joint transmission; and

the instructing comprises instructing the associated UE

unit to provide the intra-node channel state feedback
only.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the selecting comprises selecting joint transmission as the

downlink coordination strategy upon determining that
analyzed mobility of the associated UE unit is substan-
tially low and analyzed network conditions are suffi-
cient to support the joint transmission; and

the instructing comprises instructing the associated UE

unit to provide the intra-node channel state feedback
and the inter-node channel state feedback.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the method further comprises identifying a number of

utilized transmit antennas; and

the instructing comprises instructing the associated UE

unit to provide the inter-node channel state feedback
only upon determining that a single transmit antenna is
utilized.
5. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving
the at least one of the intra-node channel state feedback and
the inter-node channel state feedback from the associated
UE unit, wherein the intra-node channel state feedback
comprises one or more precoding indices corresponding to
respective entries in one or more intra-node precoding
codebooks, and the inter-node channel state feedback com-
prises one or more precoding indices corresponding to
respective entries in one or more inter-node precoding
codebooks, according to the instructing.
6. The method of claim 5, wherein:
the method further comprises identifying a set of resource
units to be utilized for communication to the associated
UE unit; and

the instructing comprises instructing the associated UE
unit to provide the at least one of the intra-node channel
state feedback and the inter-node channel state feed-
back corresponding to entries in one or more associated
precoding codebooks that correspond to the set of
resource units to be utilized for communication to the
associated UE unit.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the set of resource units
comprises at least one of frequency sub-bands or resource
blocks.

8. A wireless communications apparatus, comprising:

a memory that stores data relating to a network user and

a backhaul link between the wireless communications
apparatus and at least one cooperative network node;
and
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a processor configured to:
analyze respective parameters relating to both at least
one of mobility of the network user and network
conditions of the backhaul link,
select a downlink coordination strategy to be utilized
across network nodes for communication with the
network user based on the respective parameters, and
instruct the network user to provide at least one of an
intra-node channel state feedback or an inter-node
channel state feedback based at least in part on the
selected downlink coordination strategy.
9. The wireless communications apparatus of claim 8,
wherein the processor is further configured to select coop-
erative beamforming as the downlink coordination strategy
upon determining that mobility of the network user is
substantially high or the network conditions are substantially
inadequate for joint transmission and to instruct the network
user to provide the intra-node channel state feedback.
10. The wireless communications apparatus of claim 8,
wherein the processor is further configured to select joint
transmission as the downlink coordination strategy upon
determining that mobility of the network user is substan-
tially low and the network conditions are sufficient to
support the joint transmission and to instruct the network
user to provide both the intra-node channel state feedback
and the inter-node channel state feedback.
11. The wireless communications apparatus of claim 8,
wherein the processor is further configured to identify a
number of transmit antennas utilized by the wireless com-
munications apparatus and to instruct the network user to
provide the inter-node channel state feedback upon deter-
mining that a single transmit antenna is utilized by the
wireless communications apparatus.
12. An apparatus, comprising:
means for selecting, based at least in part on an analysis
of mobility of with a user equipment (UE) unit, net-
work conditions, and a number of associated transmit
antennas, a coordination strategy to be utilized across
network nodes for downlink communication with the
UE unit; and

means for requesting one or more of an intra-node chan-
nel state feedback or an inter-node channel state feed-
back from the UE unit based at least in part on the
selected coordination strategy.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein:

the means for selecting comprises means for selecting

cooperative transmit interference nulling upon deter-
mining that mobility of the UE unit is substantially high
or that the network conditions are substantially inad-
equate for joint transmission; and

the means for requesting comprises means for requesting

the intra-node channel state feedback from the UE unit.

14. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein:

the means for selecting comprises means for selecting

inter-site packet sharing upon determining that mobil-
ity of the UE unit is substantially low and that the
network conditions are substantially sufficient for sup-
porting packet sharing; and

the means for requesting comprises means for requesting

the intra-node channel state feedback and the inter-
node channel state feedback from the UE unit.
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15. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the means for
requesting comprises means for requesting the inter-node
channel state feedback from the UE unit upon determining
that the number of associated transmit antennas is a single
transmit antenna.

16. A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing
instruction, the instructions comprising:

one or more instructions which, when executed by a

processor, cause the processor to:

select, based at least in part on an analysis of mobility
of with a user equipment (UE) unit, network condi-
tions, and a number of associated transmit antennas,
a coordination strategy to be utilized across network
nodes for downlink communication with the UE
unit; and

request one or more of an intra-node channel state feed-

back or an inter-node channel state feedback from the
UE unit based at least in part on the selected coordi-
nation strategy.

17. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 16, wherein:

one or more instructions to select the coordination strat-

egy comprise:

one or more instructions to select cooperative transmit
interference nulling upon determining that mobility
of the UE unit is substantially high or that the
network conditions are substantially inadequate for
joint transmission; and

one or more instructions to request the one or more of the

intra-node channel state feedback or the inter-node

channel state feedback comprise:

one or more instructions to request the intra-node
channel state feedback from the UE unit.

18. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 16, wherein:

one or more instructions to select the coordination strat-

egy comprise:

one or more instructions to select inter-site packet
sharing upon determining that mobility of the UE
unit is substantially low and that the network con-
ditions are substantially sufficient for supporting
packet sharing; and

one or more instructions to request the one or more of the

intra-node channel state feedback or the inter-node

channel state feedback comprise:

one or more instructions to request the intra-node
channel state feedback and the inter-node channel
state feedback from the UE unit.

19. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 16, wherein:

one or more instructions to request the one or more of the

intra-node channel state feedback or the inter-node

channel state feedback comprise:

one or more instructions to request the inter-node
channel state feedback from the UE unit upon deter-
mining that the number of associated transmit anten-
nas is a single transmit antenna.
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